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WHAT IS THE GREEN TEAM?

The GREEN TEAM is funded by 

the Massachusetts Department of 

Environmental Protection and 

administered by the Center for 

EcoTechnology.



• Resources on www.thegreenteam.org website

• Educational materials and activities

• Free recycling equipment

• Free idling reduction signs and materials

• Recognition and prizes

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

http://www.thegreenteam.org/


THE GREEN TEAM WEBSITE

www.thegreenteam.org/

http://www.thegreenteam.org/recycling-facts/


EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES



SLASH TRASH LESSON PLAN

www.thegreenteam.org/library-curricula/

http://www.thegreenteam.org/library-curricula/










• Avoid buying single-use products and 
disposable goods

• Stop unwanted junk mail and opt-out of 
catalogs

• Purchase products made from recycled 
materials

• When possible, buy in bulk!

• Go digital for books, cards, and more, 
and print double sided

REDUCE

William L. Foster Elementary School, Hingham

https://www.mass.gov/guides/consumer-guide-to-stopping-junk-mail
https://www.catalogchoice.org/


• Find creative ways to reuse households goods, 
such as turning a t-shirt into a reusable bag

• Try repairing durable items or mending torn 
clothing instead of buying a replacement

• Purchase secondhand to extend the life out of 
anything, from clothes to books to home building 
supplies

• Borrow before buying through a “Tool Library” or 
“Library of Things” 

REUSE

Lt. Job Lane Elementary School, Bedford

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/municipal-reuse-repair-programs#library-of-things-or-tool-library-


• Recycling a single aluminum can 
saves enough energy to run a 
television or computer for three hours

• Five recycled plastic bottles make 
enough fiberfill to stuff a ski jacket

• Recycling one ton of paper saves 17 
trees

• The steel industry recycles nearly 19 
billion steel cans into new products 
each year – about 600 cans recycled 
every second!

RECYCLE

James Otis Elementary School, East Boston

www.thegreenteam.org/recycling-facts/

http://www.thegreenteam.org/recycling-facts/


• Home compost using an outdoor bin 
or vermicompost

• Extend the life of fresh food through 
proper storage and maximizing the 
use of your freezer

• Turn food scraps into cleaning 
products, broth, or propagate them 
into new plants

• Practice meal prepping

• Try a pantry or freezer challenge to 
use up ingredients before they spoil

REDUCE FOOD WASTE

Dryden Veterans Memorial School, Springfield

https://savethefood.com/storage


RESOURCES FOR RECYCLING 

& FOOD WASTE REDUCTION



www.recyclesmartma.org





• Plastic bags do not belong in your household bin! Many grocery and large retailers 
have collection programs.

• Lids and caps should be placed back on empty bottles, jars, jugs or tubs before 
recycling.

• Very small items can’t be recycled

• The number in the triangle does not mean it’s recyclable. A better indicator is the 
size, color, and shape of the item. If it’s a bottle, jar, jug or tub, put it in your 
household recycling bin.

• Bottles and containers don't need to be spotless, but they do need to be empty and 
free of most food residue. A quick wipe or rinse does the trick.

• Recyclables are sorted both by hand and machines, so by recycling smart you help 
keep the workers at the sorting facility safe!

• For items that can’t go in your household bin – like batteries or electronics – check 
out the Beyond the Bin directory.

TOP TIPS FOR RECYCLING

https://www.plasticfilmrecycling.org/recycling-bags-and-wraps/find-drop-off-location/
https://recyclesearch.com/profile/ma


RECYCLE SMART MA RECYCLOPEDIA

www.recyclesmartma.org/smart-recycling-guide/ www.recyclesmartma.org/quiz/

http://www.recyclesmartma.org/smart-recycling-guide/
http://www.recyclesmartma.org/quiz/


WHAT DO I DO WITH….?



WHAT DO I DO WITH….?

Recycle Compost Trash
EMPTY ME FIRST! 

NO FOOD OR LIQUID

Reuse

AND MANY OTHERS!



• THE GREEN TEAM Food Waste 
Reduction webpage

• Compost Lesson Plan

• Food Waste Diversion Guide for Schools

OTHER GREEN TEAM RESOURCES

https://thegreenteam.org/recycling-facts/food-waste-reduction/
https://thegreenteam.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Compost-Lesson-Plan-2012.pdf
https://thegreenteam.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Food_Waste_Diversion_Guide_for_Schools_(1).pdf


• MassDEP Turn Garbage Into Gold: Composting at Home Webinar Recording

• MassDEP Home Composting & Green Landscaping

• MassDEP Vermicomposting Resources

• US Composting Council FAQ for Home Composting During COVID and other 
resources

• CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection Home Composting Video: 
Turning Your Spoils to Soil

RESOURCES FOR FOOD WASTE 
REDUCTION & COMPOSTING

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UAZoEoOklaI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.mass.gov/lists/home-composting-green-landscaping
https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2018/02/05/vermicomposting.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.compostingcouncil.org/resource/resmgr/documents/coronavirus/sp_uscc_covid_residential_co.pdf
https://www.compostingcouncil.org/page/COVID-19-RESOURCES
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Waste-Management-and-Disposal/Organics-Recycling/Compost-Video-Downloads


OPEN DISCUSSION



THANK YOU!

THE GREEN TEAM

recycle@thegreenteam.org

413-586-7350 x225

www.thegreenteam.org

Ann McGovern

Consumer Waste Reduction Coordinator

ann.mcgovern@state.ma.us

mailto:recycle@thegreenteam.org
http://www.thegreenteam.org/
mailto:ann.mcgovern@state.ma.us

